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B-3101 - B-3109 1822/1835-1855
801-835 Light St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private and semi-public access

The four large three story high, three bay wide brick commercial/
residential buildings with shed roofs and bracketed cornices extending from
801 to 807 Light St. represent post-Civil War enlargements and remodelings
of the original three story, gable-roofed houses that were built at this
location in the 1840's. All of the buildings currently have modern first
floor storefront areas, though 803-807 Light St. are now vacant and awaiting
renovation. The Romanesque Revival style church building at 811 Light St.
was built in the early 1850's for the local Presbyterian congregation and
still serves as the Light St. Presbyterian church. The original brick
facade has been covered with formstone but the brickwork can still be seen
along both sides of the nave. 819 Light St., currently a three story, three
bay brick building with shed roof and bracketed cornice and first floor
storefront area, was built in 1822 by Charles Reeder, the owner of a steam
engine manufactory located at the foot of Federal Hill. The house as Reeder
built it for his own use was a two and a half story Federal style house much
like its neighbors at 821-8Z3 Light St., built somewhat later by Reeder for
his children. A row of three story, two bay wide brick houses extends from
825-833 Light St. All originally had gable roofs, as 829-833 Light St. still
do, but 825-827 Light St. have been remodeled with the front section of the
roof being rebuilt as a shed roof and a bracketed cornice added. All of the
first floor door and window openings of this group of houses, built in 1845-1850,
have round arched lintels, a fairly uncommon feature in the area. The three
story, three bay wide brick house at 835 Light St. also originally had a gable
roof, but has since been remodeled with a shed roof and bracketed cornice.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This Romanesque-Revival style brick church with central tower was built in

the 1850's. 1Its facade has been covered with formstone but the original brickwork
still remains on its sides and rear.

The building is about 65' wide and occupies a lot 123' deep. The church is
three bays wide, with a central tower with four-sided gable roof. The main
structure is five bays deep under a steeply pitched gable roof. Square, projecting
brick piers mark each bay both on the facade and on the sides of the church. These
piers terminate in tiny, gabledycslatetrcofed towers. Each bay is marked by a
set of double arched windows with common arch lintels and stone sills. Along the
sides of the church each bay also has a regular window with splayed brick lintel
and stone sill set at the first floor level.

The central tower is flanked by projecting piers (now covered with formstone)
which rise to the beginning of the four-sided, gabled roof. The central, round
arched doorway has a set of paneled double doors. There is a rose window in the
tower above. The cornice line of both the main facade, the four sides of the tower,
and the side facades is marked by a deep crenellated pattern. On the facade it ..,
is interpreted in formstone, on the side of the tower in stone, and on the sides
of the nave in brick. Decorative details are executed in slate-—the gabled roofs
of the small towers capping the piers, the gabled edges of the central tower,
the sills of the double-arched windows, the tracery of the rose window, and the
stepped-back areas of the facade piers.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is important as representing the first Presbyterian congregation

to be established in the Federal Hill area.
continuously since its opening.

The church has served the community
Although the facade has been covered with formstone

a good idea of the original appearance of the church can be gained from the side

facades, which still show the original brickwork.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATE COUNTY
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[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / HIstoric Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4779
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1108



2L

B- 3104

ST

~ 03 105, 107 T0D . WX ANS 17 119 121 ll'T?- l'2=>- S o
G0 ?5‘ 15 |15 | 21 15 (16 | 12 |*&~ 56| 242" S0l Y ]
9z 27 . 25" 15 Sl
| o :‘.’:." 'I\ l 16 ar ?0
gﬁ 26 ; \?1 %‘l_. i ; 3 ) } 9 g
T 26 [§25(124(§ 258 122 | 2120, 19 (BDID)] 16 . -
iy Ko i 4 = .: - e .t N
Az C-c?—CD -.;?{‘;_« 2R £ ;ﬁ & : s 3 15 - s?f 3
n -3 60 : . l;?_ o
C t ?)O @:}: ::‘; s 3 2 | : -F~J-h'l2 -2'3 3
e & 7 ' < 4 = :
RECIATEY ! $ : ‘g};__,@ ‘ﬁu” 8 |2
' of R % & Sy o
Br81o 3l o= %‘ ~: g"‘ Q! 10" 59
1 ‘ - o AP 3 oAl | [ & |<
) = 5 PrQ5byTET"‘01’? Church & | [ i ﬂ:’f:? g;ggg ;”"@?lj‘ ) p-f £3
o 9 o J = e
: A\ N : 5?,’63'{_‘ ”7.4%‘ - ©l 8 —°
¥ ; . 5 SN B " Gk Lot 1 S ) <la
—89- 123 % /4 =3 :__ hJ} 4‘@ dale | @ —‘E'w_"? 3) = )
b Dot @) NE-. . Y R4 124026 124 -
= Hoor 165V (oo ey tuciepot s it 128 gn
% = G5-G" ] . ' 5% 1, * 215 Jaechaer oo
g3 . .32 i | ¥ A i 3 )4
s BN~ [N 2 P ‘i 52._ 5‘5‘ ”_- ; - -‘:.‘::) 3‘ =x3 6 . <
w3 = - o) ] ol R Y “H.r) i .
> 2D . e 2 IR A E% I South Balto Sta.
= 8 |se |7 | sy 0 4
»;_,g < 24 [N ey i M E Cth‘Ch 8
H- 100’ &2 g
de 35 ~ | =) e
He 26 m o B i@ I & 338
b 100’ P j£ g HE !;-‘_'—"1 b R 230
A &7’ H 4 =k <) . o ; - |
 E LREY By | FF O 4 343
do . - S| 1 B 9 k| & 4B o -
do. B SEER EER R > <3
q. w covafts Sal = R : A
4% ) 4l |4 42344454@47{4549 50 |51 2 o B
h—J P 4.0 - et - o A |— o (e : y . ° 'L" - :d
& %9 &7 I-&-? E’wfi :-i 15 115 115 13;?:: 15 s l.-f:ﬁ Lw- EY) ! = §
102 *104 106 109 1O U2 U4 e ME 120 '22
L] F
WARREN AVE. - -
» R -
: 219 ] |
.
- % |
| |

WILLIAM




B-3104

Light Street Presbyterian Church
811 Light Street

Block 0906 Lot 031

Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3104 811 Light St.
M.E.H. 6/79

West elevation




